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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  MOTIVE  IN  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

REV.  J.  M.  FOSTER,  BOSTON,  MASS. 

The  supreme  and  determining  aim  of 
Foreign  Missions,,  their  authority  and  pur- 
pose and  power  are  all  found,  in  Christ. 
Pascal,  the  French  philosopher  and 
theologian,  once  said  that  “ Jesus  Christ 
is  the  center  of  everything,  and  the  object 
of  everything,  and  he  that  does  not  know 
Him  knows  nothing  of  nature,  and  noth- 
ing of  himself.”  And  that  is  onlv  another 
way  of  stating  the  doctrine  of  Paul : “And 
having  made  peace  through  the  blood  of 
His  cross,  by  Him  to  reconcile  all  things 
unto  Himself,  by  Him,  I say,  whether 
they  be  things  in  earth  or  things  in 
heaven.”  “And  hath  put  all  things  under 
His  feet,  and  gave  Him  to  be  the  Head 
over  all  things  to  His  Church.”  The 
winds  blow,  the  tides  rise  and  fall,  the 
sun  shines,  the  fields  yield  their  increase, 
the  express  trains  speed  over  the  conti- 
nents, the  steamships  plough  the  deep 
seas,  and  the  messages  are  flashed  over 
land  by  wire  and  under  the  seas  by  cable, 
that  the  Church  may  obey  the  order  of 
Christ:  “Go  preach  the  gospel  to  every 

creature.” 

Our  motive  in  foreign  missions  is  rooted 
and  grounded  in  the  authority  of  Christ. 

The  etymology  of  the  word  authority 
indicates  something  added.  Truth  and 
duty  are  abstract.  The  thing  added  is  the 
personal  element — obligation  to  a person. 


We  are  ignorant  of  our  duty.  We  must 
learn  of  those  appointed  to  teach  us.  We 
are  disinclined  to  our  duty.  We  must 
submit  to  those  who  have  authority  over 
us  in  the  Lord.  The  ultimate  authority 
in  religion  is  a person,  the  highest  person, 
the  best  person,  and  that  person  made 
known.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  One  alto- 
gether lovely.  He  is  the  greatest  and  best 
Person  in  the  universe.  His  authority  has 
this  double  foundation : 

(1)  He  is  the  infinite  and  eternal 
God.  He  is  before  all  things.  All  things 
were  made  by  Him.  By  Him  all  things 
consist.  All  creation  came  out  from  Him 
and  all  return  to  Him,  as  by  whom  and  for 
whom  and  to  whom  are  all  things.  He  is 
the  brightness  of  His  Father’s  glory,  and 
the  express  image  of  His  person. 

(2)  He  clothed  Himself  in  our  nature. 
In  Him  dwelt  all  the  fullness  of  God  in  a 
bodily  form.  He  is  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh.  “No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time, 
but  the  onl}r  begotten  Son,  which  is  in 
the  bosom  of  the  Father,  He  hath  de- 
clared Him.  He  that  hath  seen  Me  hath 
seen  the  Father.”  He  that  hath  seen 
Christ’s  pity  for  the  fallen.  His  compas- 
sion for  the  erring,  His  readiness  to  help 
the  needy,  hath  seen  God.  He  that  hath 
seen  Him  suffering  and  dying  upon  the 
cross,  praying  for  His  executioners : “Fath- 
er, forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do,”  hath  seen  God’s  yearning  love 
for  the  perishing  world.  He  that  hath 
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seen  Christ  rise  from  the  dead,  ascend  to 
heaven  and  receive  the  crown  and  scepter 
and  throne,  hath  seen  God’s  purpose  to 
save  sinners. 

Foreign  Missions  are  good  methods  of 
proclaiming  this  salvation  to  the  world. 
That  would  have  been  truth  and  duty, 
without  any  uttered  command;  for  His 
authority  ought  to  be  re-established  over 
an  apostate  and  revolted  humanity.  But 
He  has  given  orders  to  His  desciples:  “Go 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature.” 
Think  of  the  Man  of  Nazareth  issuing 
such  an  order  to  a few  Galilean  followers ! 
“It  is  the  sublimest  order  ever  given  on 
earth.  When  I think  of  the  breadth  of 
the  world  that  was  to  be  subdued,  of  the 
time  it  has  taken  to  subdue  it,  of  the  small 
numbers  and  the  narrow  views  of  those 
disciples,  the  audacity  of  that  command 
seems  almost  insanity,  until  I realize  that 
He  is  God,  and  that  all  other  authority  is 
but  the  shadow  of  His.”  (Dr.  A.  H. 
Strong.)  Our  brother  Jesus  is  upon  the 
throne.  His  humanity  was  transfigured 
before  the  three  disciples  on  the  mount. 
But  it  was  the  same  compassionate,  mer- 
ciful, pitiful  and  gracious  human  nature. 
His  human  nature  is  transfigured  in 
heaven  as  the  vision  of  the  seer  of  Patmos 
revealed.  But  His  human  heart  still  over- 
flowed with  the  compassions  of  God.  And 
the  authority  by  which  He  gave  the 
Church  her  marching  orders  was  divine. 
Noblesse  oblige — nobility  lays  under  ob- 
ligation— not  only  its  possessor,  but  all 
who  come  in  contact  with  it.  But  the 
authority  of  our  Lord  is  supreme,  because 
He  is  God  manifest  in  the  flesh. 

Our  motive  in  foreign  missions  is  the  out- 
going of  His  love. 

When  the  sinner’s  eyes  are  open  to  see 
God  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto 
Himself,  not  imputing  their  trespasses 
unto  them,  his  old  selfish  nature  dies  and 
a new  man  exists.  “We  love  Him  because 


. He  first  loved  us.”  “For  the  love  of  Christ 
constraineth  us;  because  we  thus  judge, 
that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead. 
And  that  He  died  for  all,  that  they  which 
live  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  them- 
selves, but  unto  Him,  which  died  for  them 
and  rose  again.”  The  Christian’s  motive 
then  is  the  love  of  Christ.  But  that  does 
not  mean  the  love  of  Christ  for  him,  nor 
his  love  for  Christ,  although  both  have 
their  part.  But  it  means  that  Christ  lives 
in  him,  has  full  possession  of  him,  makes 
him  wish  to  save  the  perishing,  and  uses 
him  as  His  channel  of  putting  forth  His 
compassion  and  love  for  the  perishing 
world.  The  prayer  of  the  poor  colored 
man  was  to  the  point : “0  God,  we  can’t 
do  much  for  Thee,  but  we  can  overflow  a 
heap.”  Christ’s  love  fills  the  hearts  of  His 
people  and  overflows  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  Dr.  Marcus  Dods  has  given  us  an 
incident  that  illustrates  this.  He  says: 
“One  day  I stood  near  one  of  the  great 
temples.  With  me  was  a friend.  While 
we  stood  there,  there  came  a native 
woman,  carrying  a little  child  in  her 
arms.  She  took  no  notice  of  us,  but  when 
she  got  to  the  foot  of  the  temple  steps, 
she  threw  herself  prone  on  the  ground, 
holding  up  the  baby  in  her  arms.  We 
looked.  We  saw  the  baby  was  ill-shapen; 
had  none  of  that  beauty  and  loveliness 
which  characterize  infant  life.  And  then 
she  prayed  this  prayer,  ‘Oh,  grant  that 
my  child  may  grow  fair,  as  other  children. 
Grant  that  it  may  grow  comely!  Grant 
that  it  may  grow  strong!  -Oh,  hear  the 
cry  of  a mother,  and  a mother’s  breaking 
heart.’  And  her  prayer  was  finished ; and 
she  rose  and  was  passing  away,  when  he 
who  wrote,  said,  ‘Friend,  to  whom  have 
you  prayed  ?’  She  said,  ‘I  don’t  know,  but 
surely  somewhere  there  must  be  some  one 
to  hear  the  cry  of  a mother’s  heart,  and 
to  keep  a mother’s  heart  from  breaking.’  ” 
Now  the  compassionate  and  merciful 
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Christ,  who  loved  His  people  and  gave  His 
life  for  them,  was  there  and  heard  that 
appeal,  in  the  person  of  His  servant.  And 
His  love  went  out  through  the  lips  of  His 
servant  who  said:  “Behold,  the  Lamb  of 
God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world!”  “Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved  and  thy 
house.” 

Our  motive  in  foreign  missions  has  its 
fountain-head  in  the  cross. 

The  story  of  the  Moravian  brethren 
illustrates  this.  This  led  Wm.  Carey  to 
organize  the  memorable  society  of  May, 
1792.  Throwing  a copy  of  the  “Period- 
ical Account  of  Moravian  Missions”  upon 
the  table,  he  exclaimed,  “See  what  these 
Moravians  have  done!”  “In  1790,  after 
less  than  sixty  years  of  missionary  effort, 
they  had  twenty-five  firmly  established 
mission  stations  in  five  widely  separated 
countries,  with  15,000  baptized  adults,  and 
with  possibly  double  the  number  of  adher- 
ents. Even  to-day  the  Moravians  have  for 
every  fifty-eight  communicants  in  the 
home  churches  a missionary  in  the  foreign 
fields,  maintaining  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  stations  in  twenty-one  different 
countries,  and  for  every  member  in  the 
home  churches  they  have  2.6  members  in 
the  congregations  gathered  from  among 
the  heathen. 

“How,  then,  what  was  and  is  the  incen- 
tive for  foreign  missionary  work,  which 
lias  produced  such  results?  While  ac- 
knowledging the  supreme  authority  of  the 
great  commission,  and  yielding  it  com- 
plete and  implicit  obedience,  the  Morav- 
ian brethren  have  ever  emphasized  as  their 
chief  incentive  the  inspiring  truth  drawn 
from  another  word  of  Scripture.  Dwell- 
ing, as  they  ever  have,  upon  Christ  and 
Him  crucified  as  the  chief  theme  of  their 
’ . preaching  both  to  civilized  and  to  savage 
sinners,  and  making  His  actual  sufferings 
the  spur  to  all  their  activity,  they  fastened 


upon  the  great  prophecy  of  the  suffering 
Messiah  as  their  incentive  to  foreign  mis- 
sion work.  ‘When  His  soul  shall  make  an 
offering  for  sin,  He  shall  see  His  seed,  He 
shall  prolong  His  days,  and  the  pleasure 
of  the  Lord  shall  prosper  in  His  hand. 
He  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  His  soul  and 
shall  be  satisfied;  by  His  knowledge  shall 
My  righteous  servant  justify  many;  and 
He  shall  bear  their  iniquities.  Therefore 
will  I divide  Him  a portion  with  the 
great,  and  He  shall  divide  the  spoil  with 
the  strong;  because  He  poured  out  His 
soul  unto  death,  and  was  numbered  with 
the  transgressors;  yet  He  bare  the  sins 
of  many  and  maketh  intercession  for  the 
transgressors/  From  this  they  drew  as 
their  missionary  battle-cry,  ‘To  win  for  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain  the  reward  of  His 
sufferings/  That  was  the  incentive  that 
made  them  ready  to  become  slaves,  if 
necessary,  among  the  negroes  of  the  West 
Indies;  that  sent  and  sends  them  joyfully 
to  the  bleak  ice-girt  coasts  of  Greenland, 
Labrador  and  Alaska ; that  caused  them  to 
count  their  lives  not  precious  among  the 
warriors  of  the  American  forests;  that 
sent  them  fearlessly  into  the  pestilential 
swamps  of  Surinam  to  lay  down  their 
lives  by  the  score;  that  sent  them  cheer- 
fully to  the  degraded  Hottentots  and  the 
fierce  Kaffirs  of  Africa,  to  the  scarce 
human  Papuans  of  Australia;  that  sends 
them  to  the  revolting  lepers  of  Palestine 
and  Surinam,  and  to  uncouth  heathen  at 
the  uttermost  extremities  of  the  earth.” 
(Eev.  Paul  De  Schweinitz.) 

Our  Lord,  for  the  joy  that  was  set  be- 
fore Him,  endured  the  cross,  despising  the 
shame.  The  joy  of  having  His  people 
redeemed  and  restored  to  God’s  favor  and 
fellowship;  the  joy  of  seeing  Satan’s  king- 
dom overturned,  his  works  destroyed  and 
himself  cast  out,  the  joy  of  renewing  this 
world  and  restoring  its  former  beauty  and 
peopling  it  with  a new  race,  a race  of  new 
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creatures,  made  willing  by  the  grace  of 
the  Spirit  to  know,  obey  and  submit  to  His 
will  in  all  things  as  the  angels  do  in 
heaven — this  joy  sustained  our  Lord  in 
enduring  the  pain  and  shame  and  mys- 
terious desertion  of  Calvar}\  His  people 
have  this  same  mind  that  was  in  Him. 
And  the  prospect  of  a new , heaven  and  a 
new  earth  wherein  dwelletli  righteousness, 
prompts  them  to  endure  trial  and  under- 
take every  difficult  task  for  His  sake  that 
this  consummation  may  be  realized. 

Our  motive  in  foreign  missions  grows  out 
of  our  calling  as  Christ’s  witnesses. 

The  largest  word  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, descriptive  of  the  human  side  of 
this  undertaking,  is  witness.  It  occurs  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  times.  It  is 
sjmonymous  with  the  word  “martyr.” 
Stephen  was  the  first  witness  to  declare 
the  ultimate  truth  respecting  Christ’s  mis- 
sion to  save  the  whole  world,  and  he 
sealed  his  testimony  with  his  blood.  Not 
all  are  called  to  die  as  a testimony,  but  all 
are  called  to  have  the  martyr  spirit.  Not 
all  are  called  to  go  as  missionaries,  but 
all  are  called  to  have  the  missionary  spirit. 
The  hand  cannot  reach  out  four  feet  be- 
fore the  man.  The  body  must  co-operate. 
The  feet  cannot  step  of  themselves,  the 
whole  body  must  act  in  walking.  The  for- 
eign missionaries  cannot  do  the  work 
themselves.  The  home  churches  must  sus- 
tain them  by  their  prayers  and  contribu- 
tions. All  Christ’s  people  are  His  wit- 
nesses, infilled  with  the  martyr  spirit, 
ready  for  work  or  sacrifice.  “I  am  cru- 
cified with  Christ ; nevertheless  I live ; yet 
not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me,  and  the 
life  I now  live  in  the  flesh  I live  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me 
and  gave  Himself  for  me.”  Every  believer 
is  so  identified  with  Christ  that  His  death 
for  zm  becomes  his  death  to  sin,  and  His 
resurrection  becomes  his  resurrection  unto 
newness  of  life.  “That  ye  might  know 


Him  and  the  power  of  His  resurrection 
and  the  fellowship  of  His  sufferings,  be- 
ing made  conformable  unto  His  death.” 
“And  the  people  that  know  their  God  shall 
be  strong  and  do  exploits.”  Paul,  after 
giving  a catalogue  of  his  trials,  adds,  “Yet 
none  of  these  things  move  me,  neither 
count  I my  life  dear,  that  I may  win 
Christ  and  be  found  in  Him.”  Wm. 
Carey  translated  the  Bible  into  the  Ben- 
gali language.  But  the  upper  caste  people 
barred  him  out.  He  mastered  the  San- 
scrit, and  became  teacher  of  it  in  the  Royal 
College  at  Port  Williams  at  $500  per 
month,  that  he  might  teach  the  boys  of 
the  upper  classes  and  point  them  to 
Christ.  Alexander  Duff  found  the  royal 
families  inaccessible  for  the  gospel.  He 
founded  four  colleges  with  English  as  the 
foundation  in  India,  that  he  might  teach 
the  boys  of  Princes  and  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  lead  them  to  Christ.  That  was 
Paul’s  plan,  to  get;  access  to  the  people 
with  the  gospel  of  Christ  in  whatever  way 
was  available.  “I  can  do  all  things 
through  Christ  which  strengthened  me.” 
The  missionaries  in  China  who  were  slain 
in  the  Boxer  uprising  suffered  death  as 
His  witnesses.  And,  like  Samson,  in  the 
temple  of  Dagon,  they  slew  more  in  their 
death  than  in  their  life.  Their  martyr- 
dom has  been  life  from  the  dead  to  China. 
The  testimony  of  Christ’s  witnesses 
against  the  mystery  of  iniquity,  the 
mother  of  harlots,  the  man  of  sin  who  sits- 
in  the  temple  of  God  making  himself  to 
be  God,  is  not  regarded.  The  anti-Christ 
becomes  more  bold  and  defiant  and  ag- 
gressive every  ffiay.  The  time  of  the  slav- 
ing of  the  witnesses  may  be  near  at  hand. 
Rome  may  triumph  for  a little.  But  his 
triumph  over  the  dead  bodies  of  the  wit- 
ness which  he  suffers  not  to  be  buried, 
but  leaves  exposed  in  the  streets  of  the 
city,  is  only  three  days  and  a half.  Then 
they  arise  and  are  caught  up  to  heaven  in 
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the  sight  of  their  enemies.  And  the  down- 
fall of  Satan’s  empire  in  the  destruction 
of  the  Poman  hierarchy  is  sealed.  Their 
death  is  Satan’s  undoing,  as  Christ’s  death 
was  Satan’s  defeat.  “And  they  overcame 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  and  by  the  word 
of  their  testimony.” 

Three  times  in  I.  Peter  the  expression 
occurs,  “the  sufferings  of  Christ  and  the 
glory  which  follows.”  The  reference  is 
not  to  His  personal  sufferings  on  Calvary, 
but  to  His  representative  sufferings 
through  His  martyr  witnesses.  His  mar- 
tyr witnesses,  under  Pome  pagan,  over- 
came that  wicked  system  by  dying. 
The  martyr  witnesses,  under  Pome 
Papal,  will  overcome  that  system  of 
iniquity  by  their  dying.  And  the  martyr 
witnesses  in  the  foreign  mission  field  shall 
overthrow  Paganism,  Mohammedanism, 
and  every  false  and  wicked  system,  and 
Christ  shall  be  glorified.  This  distin- 
guishing honor  is  in  store  for  martyr  wit- 
nesses: “After  this  I beheld,  and,  lo,  a 


great  multitude,  which  no  man  could 
number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds  and 
people  and  tongues,  stood  before  the 
throne  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with 
white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands. 
And  one  of  the  elders  answered,  saying 
unto  me,  what  are  these  which  are  arrayed 
in  white  robes,  and  whence  came  they? 
And  I said  unto  him,  Sir,  thou  knowest. 
And  he  said  unto  me,  These  are  they 
which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and 
have  washed  their  robes  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.”  The 
“white  robes”  are  not  Christ’s  personal 
righteousness  imputed  to  them  and  re- 
ceived by  faith  alone,  but  the  robes  of 
their  new  obedience  wrought  by  the  grace 
of  God  within  them.  And  they  were 
washed,  not  in  the  blood  which  Christ  per- 
sonally shed  upon  Calvary,  but  in  the 
martyr  blood  which  they  shed  as  His  wit- 
nesses, thereby  becoming  identified  with 
Him  who  is  the  Faithful  and  True  Wit- 
ness. 


A young  convert  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  saved  out  of  the  most  horrible  sav- 
agery, came  into  the  house  of  God  on  Christmas  Day  to  offer  a gift  on  the  Lord’s 
birthday — for  they  observe  Christmas  Day  there  not  by  giving  their  best  to  each 
other,  but  by  bringing  their  best  gift  and  offering  to  Christ  Whose  birthday  is  being 
celebrated.  At  the  close  of  the  service  they  came  in  a procession  to  the  front  of 
the  church,  each  offering  the  gifts  they  had  brought  for  the  Saviour.  They  were 
so  very  poor  that  most  of  them  only  had  a handful  of  vegetables  to  bring,  and 
some  only  a bunch  of  flowers  to  show  their  good  will.  If  anyone  could  bring  a 
coin  worth  a penny  or  two  it  was  counted  a particularly  valuable  gift.  But  here 
came  this  girl,  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  just  saved  out  of  paganism,  and  from  under 
her  old  dress  she  drew  a silver  coin  worth  3s.  6d.,  and  handed  this  to  the  mission- 
ary. He  was  so  amazed  at  the  magnitude  of  it  he  at  first  refused  to  accept  it,  for 
he  thought  she  must  surely  have  got  it  dishonestly;  but  lest  he  might  create  con- 
fusion he  did  take  it,  and  called  her  aside  at  the  close  of  the  service  to  ask  her 
where  she  got  such  a fortune  as  that.  She  explained  to  him  very  simply  that  in 
order  to  give  to  Christ  an  offering  that  satisfied  her  own  heart,  she  had  gone  to  a 
neighboring  planter  and  bound  herself  out  to  him  as  a slave  for  the  rest  of  her  life, 
and  had  brought  the  whole  financial  equivalent  of  her  life  of  pledged  service  and, 
laid  it  down  in  a single  gift  at  the  feet  of  her  Lord! — London  Chronicle. 

Gold  with  God  is  a blessing;  gold  as  god  is  a curse. — G.  S.  S. 
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Latakia,  Syria. — At  the  request  of  Mrs 
lowing  subscriptions  received  during  the 
wall: 

J.  S.  Stewart 

M.  B.  Edgar 

Z.  A.  Patton 

M.  R.  Wylie 

A.  J.  McFarland 

J.  M.  Balph 

Sadik  Fattal 

Toufik  Fattal  

Miriam  Melkun 

Helahi  Salloom 

Miassi  Naman 

Yacob  Kabboni  

Abu  Saloom  

Ishoc  Shemai 

Clalia  Fattal  

Neshau  Boyajian 

Nachli  Attallah 

Hashim  Salim 

Najib  Haddad 

Gebro  Georgie  

Khalil  Awad  

Boulus  Garabo 

Hanna  Isa 

Remza  Yacob  

Remza  Habashi 

Saloom  and  Raouth 

Rashid  Dauglier 

Fareeda  Estoor 

Salim  Haddad 

Elias  Awad  

Antonius  Assaad  

Reuben  Sarkis 

Garsbet 

Abu  Neshau 

Mr.  Burgheim  

Mr.  Bartlett  

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

$164. 


5.  J ames  S.  Stewart,  we 

acknowledge  the  fol- 

: month  of  November  for 

a new  cemetery  and 

— 

Piasters. 

5 napoleons  

545.00 

2 £ sterling 

273.20 

2 napoleons  .'.... 

218.00 

3 napoleons  

327.00 

5 napoleons  

545.00 

5 napoleons  

545.00 

1 £ sterling 

136.30 

2 midgs 

46.20 

2 midgs 

46.20 

2 midgs 

46.20 

i midg 

11.20 

Work  on  door 

34.20 

4 bishaliks 

12.10 

6 mdgs 

139.30 

3 mdo’s 

70.00 

1 ruder 

23.10 

1 mdff  

23.10 

1 mdg 

23.10 

1 napoleon 

109.00 

3 mdgs.  plus  15  ps. . . . 

85.00 

1 mdg 

23.10 

1 mdg 

23.10 

2 mdgs 

46.20 

2 bishaliks 

' 6.00 

2 mdgs 

46.20 

1 napoleon 

109.00 

1 napoleon 

109.00 

■J  mdg 

11.20 

4 mdgs 

93.00 

1 mrl«y  

23.10 

4 mdgs.  

93.00 

Work  on  stones 

20.00 

•1  mdc  

11.20 

2 mdgs 

46.20 

1 £ sterling  

136.30 

1 £ sterling  

136.30 

3 £ sterling  

410.10 

.00 

4605.10 
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In  a personal  letter  accompanying  this  list  of  contributions  Mrs.  Stewart  says: 
“We  still  have  a debt  of  about  4000  piasters  which  we  have  to  make  up.  I had  to 
stop  collecting  because  there  was  nobody  else  to  ask.  Like  Alexander  the  Great,  I had 
no  more  worlds  to  conquer.” 


Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — The  following 
sentences  are  taken  from  a letter  written 
by  Miss  F.  Elma  French,  Dec.  26,  1907 : 

I came  to  Mersina  two  weeks  ago  last 
Monday,  after  a pleasant  visit  of  a fort- 
night with  the  missionaries  at  Latakia. 
Mr.  Edgar  will  have  written  you  about 
our  visit  to  Ireland,  which  we  enjoyed 
very  much,  though  the  weather  was  not 
very  favorable.  I don’t  think  we  saw 
more  beautiful  scenery  anywhere  than  in 
Ireland.  And  although  I was  a stranger 
there  were  open  doors  and  hospitable 
people  everywhere.  When  in  London  we 
visited  many  places  of  interest ; but  I sup- 
pose, if  you  were  to  ask  what  we  enjoyed 
most  in  that  city,  we  would  all  say,  a 
union  missionary  meeting  held  in  Albert 
Memorial  Hall  to  celebrate  the  founding 
of  Christian  missions  in  China  by  Robert 
Morrison.  Surely  such  meetings  are  an 
inspiration.  Our  stay  in  France  was 
briefer  than  in  England,  and,  while  there 
was  much  to  see  that  was  educational  and 
much  that  was  beautiful,  I feel  that  I 
received  more  real  benefit  from  the  visit 
in  London. 

The  first  place  I was  on  land  after  leav- 
ing Marseilles  was  at  Constantinople.  Rev. 
Edgar  and  Dr.  Peoples  visited  a number 
of  the  ports.  The  only  place  I regret  to 
have  missed  was  Athens.  I had  been  ill 
and  was  unable  to  go  with  the  others,  who 
reported  a pleasant  trip. 

I began  the  study  of  the  Arabic  the  day 
after  I arrived.  I suppose  my  testimony 
is  similar  to  that  of  other  missionaries, 
that  it  is  difficult,  but  very  interesting.  I 
told  Miss  Sterrett  the  other  day  that  I 
must  be  making  progress,  as  I can  now 
tell  when  the  book  is  right  side  up. 


In  a personal  letter,  written  two  days 
later,  Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds  says: 

Miss  French  and  Dr.  Peoples  are  both 
with  us  now.  - - - Miss  French’s  goods 
have  all  come,  except  - - - -;  but 

Dr.  Peoples’  are  not  yet  here,  and  not 
much  prospect  of  them  for  some  weeks 
yet. 

Last  Sabbath  I spent  in  Adana.  The 
morning  service  was  better  attended,  I 
think,  than  I have  ever  known  it  to  be 
unless  on- occasion  of  Communion,  when 
a number  came  in  for  sight-seeing.  This 
time  there  were  about  thirty-five  adults 
present.  On  Saturday  I took  a trip  out 
to  Auba,  where  Evangelist  Sulieman  lives. 
I hope  he  is  faithful.  Monday  I stopped 
off  at  Tarsus  and  spent  the  night  there. 
M.  Machail  reports  the  work  in  good  con- 
dition. About  ninety  present  at  the 
preaching  service  the  preceding  Sabbath 
and  an  enrolment  of  seventy-eight  in  the 
day  school.  Two  or  three  boys  have  come 
from  a distance,  and  are  'living  with 
friends  in  order  to  get  to  the  school. 

China. — A personal  letter  from  Rev.  A. 
I.  Robb,  of  Tak  Hing  Chau,  dated  Dec. 
14,  1907,  contains  a touching  incident: 

The  death  of  one  of  our  members  oc- 
curred since  I came  back  to  the  field,  a 
comparatively  young  man  from  our  vil- 
lage of  Che  Tsai.  Word  came  of  his  seri- 
ous illness  and  his  brothers  in  the  school 
went  home,  but  it  transpired  that  he  was 
dead  before  they  started.  A messenger 
came  for  me,  and  I walked  the  thirty  miles 
to  conduct  his  funeral.  We  held  a service 
in  the  house  and  then  carried  the  coffin 
out  to  the  hillside'  and  planted  there  the 
first  Christian  grave  in  all  that  section. 
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Among  the  countless  graves  that  dot  the 
hills  of  Lin  Tan,  there  is  this  ONE,  made 
without  heathen  rites — one  that  belongs 
to  Christ  and  awaits  His  coming.  A 
widow  and  three  little  children  are  left, 
and  she  is  not  a believer.  When  the  pro- 
cession left  the  house,  she  followed,  wail- 
ing, as  is  their  custom.  When  the  grave 
was  reached,  she  threw  herself  down  on 
the  ground  in  bitter  grief.  The  Chris- 
tians were  all  composed,  and  the  wailing 
of  this  one  poor  woman  in  darkness  was 
the  only  thing  about  it  to  remind  one  of 
heathenism.  After  the  funeral  was  over 
I talked  with  his  mother,  and  she  said  he 
had  told  them  he  could  not  get  well  soon 
after  he  was  taken  ill.  He  kept  saying 
“Heavenly  Father”  over  and  over,  and 
prayed  for  the  forgiveness  of  his  sins,  and 
to  be  received  into  the  heavenly  glory. 
Then,  she  said,  just  before  the  end  his  face 
lighted  up,  and  after  he  was  gone  his  face 
was  very  bright.  Her  chin  quivered  as 
she  talked,  and  tears  flowed,  but  it  was 
not  the  sorrow  of  those  who  have  no  hope. 
His  brothers  told  much  the  same  thing, 
and  with  deep  feeling;  but  they  said  they 
should  not  mourn,  for  they  were  sure  he 
was  far  better  off.  I think  it  has  con- 
firmed the  faith  of  this  family  to  see  that 
their  new  faith  does  not  fail  in  the  pres- 
ence of  death,  and  it  has  been  a testimony 
to  their  friends  and  neighbors  to  see  the 
power  of  a religion  that  is  victorious  where 
their  own  fails. 

Our  communion  is  set  for  the  first  Sab- 
bath of  the  New  Year.  We  hope  for  a 
time  of  blessing. 

The  readers  of  Olive  Trees  will  wel- 
come a letter  from  Rev.  R.  A.  Blair,  under 
date  of  Dec.  14,  1907 : 

It  is  almost  two  months  since  we  ar- 
rived at  Tak  Hing,  but  it  hardly  seems 
so  many  weeks. 

Although  we  had  a few  days  that  made 


some  of  us  keep  away  from  the  dining 
saloon  for  a number  of  meals,  during 
which  time,  as  one  of  our  party  expressed 
it,  “the  sea  was  breathing  deeply,”  our 
voyage  was  very  enjoyable.  We  enjoyed 
our  stops  at  Japan,  and  I took  the  oppor- 
tunity at  Shanghai  to  visit  a friend,  a 
nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  John  T.  Morton. 
Mr.  Robb  did  all  in  his  power  to  make 
things  pleasant,  and  Dr.  Todd  of  Canton 
(a  friend  of  Dr.  Wright’s)  and  Mr.  Robb 
were  of  great  help  at  the  different  stops 
at  Japan. 

We  were  met  at  Hong  Kong  by  Mr.  J. 
K.  Robb,  Dr.  Kate  McBurney  and  Mr. 
Kempf,  who  were  all  of  great  help  to  us 
during  our  stay  there,  and  Mr.  A.  I.  Robb, 
instead  of  relaxing  his  efforts,  only  in- 
creased them  to  give  us  the  assistance  that 
was  very  much  needed  and  very  much  ap- 
preciated. 

Our  trip  up  the  West  River  was  per- 
haps the  prettiest  of  our  whole  journey. 
The  river  was  unusually  high,  and  we  had 
a view  of  the  country  such  as  we  may 
not  see  in  many  years.  The  boat  was  very 
nice;  in  fact,  more  room  in  the  cabins 
than  on  the  Minnesota.  The  captain  was 
loud  in  his  praises  of  the  missionaries  at 
Tak  Hing.  He  said  that  they  were  by  far 
the  best  liked  on  the  river.  We  felt  that 
we  had  a reputation  to  sustain. 

We  had  a warm  reception  at  Tak  Hing. 
The  missionaries  all  came  down  to  the 
boat,  although  it  was  only  a little  after  6 
A.  M.  We  could  see  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
floating  from  the  flagpole  as  we  came  up 
the  river.  A number  of  the  native  Chris- 
tians came  down  to  the  boat  also  to  bid 
us  welcome.  That  afternoon  the  Chinese 
gave  us  a reception  in  the  chapel.  A 
Chinaman  presided,  and  a number  made 
speeches,  and  although  we  did  not  know  a 
word  they  were  saying,  we  knew  they  were 
bidding  us  welcome.  We  all  replied 
briefly,  Mr.  Robb  acting  as  interpreter. 
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The  buildings  are  excellent  and  con- 
venient. Our  Mission  was  fortunate  in 
having  as  its  first  missionaries  those  who 
could  build  up  not  merely  character,  but 
comfortable  homes.  We  are  living  in  part 
of  the  house  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wright. 
We  also  board  with  them,  and  have  every- 
thing that  one  could  wish.  The  grounds 
around  the  buildings  are  very  pretty. 
The  other  evening  Mr.  Eobb  brought  in 
quite  a number  of  oranges  grown  in  the 
compound  from  trees  that  he  had  planted. 
They  are  the  large  California  oranges. 
There  were  a few  large  navel  oranges, 
which  we  had  earlier.  We  are  having  lots 
of  flowers  here  now,  the  roses  being  es- 
pecially beautiful.  The  weather  is  very 
nice.  It  is  a little  cool  at  night,  but  the 
sun  shines  brightly  by  day.  We  find 
some  difficulty  in  keeping  clothes  and 
shoes  that  have  been  worn  from  mould- 
ing if  they  are  laid  away  for  any  length  of 
time,  but  frequent  airings  in  the  sun 
keep  them  fairly  well.  The  Chinese  have 
no  trouble,  as  they  wear  all  their  clothes 
on  their  back.  Men  and  women  go  around 
in  the  cooler  days  with  four  or  five  coats 
on  and  one  pair  of  thin  trousers,  no  stock- 
ings or  shoes.  The  women  are  very  fond 
of  decorating  their  hair.  They  have  some 
stuff  that  makes  it  glossy,  and  they  will 
decorate  it  all  up  with  roses.  Mrs.  Wright 
has  a wash-woman  who  comes  with  her 
hair  stuck  full  of  flowers  and  looking  out 
of  the  window  the  other  day,  I saw  a 
woman  out  hoeing  turnips  with  her  feet 
bare  and  a baby  on  her  back,  but  her 
hair  was  done  up  as  gay  with  flowers,  and 
more  so,  than  an  American  woman  would 
do  hers  to  go  to  some  grand  reception. 

The  work  of  the  Mission  seems  to  be 
going  on  well.  There  are  very  good  audi- 
ences at  the  morning  and  afternoon  ser- 
vices, and  they  seem  to  pay  very  good  at- 
tention. The  winter  communion  is  to  be 
held  the  first  Sabbath  in  January.  There 


are  quite  a number  of  applicants  for  mem- 
bership, and  some,  I believe,  will  be  ad- 
mitted. Mr.  Eobb  was  called  to  tramp 
thirty  miles  across  the  mountains  to  the 
Chung  village  to  bury  one  of  the  church 
members  about  two  weeks  ago,  and  a week 
later  Dr.  Wright  made  the  same  trip-  to 
see  the  old  grandmother,  who  was  quite 
sick.  She  is  a little  better  since.  The 
Drs.  McBurney  and  Wright  make  fre- 
quent trips  to  Do  Sing  and  Ma  Hui.  The 
former  is  seventeen  miles  from  Tak 
Hing,  and  they  go  by  boat;  the  latter  is 
ten  miles  and  they  strike  the  road,  as  the 
Chinese  say.  All  are  kept  very  busy  here, 
doctors,  ministers  and  their  wives.  The 
schools  are  doing  good  work.  I visited  the 
boys’  school  one  morning  with  Dr.  Wright 
when  he  had  a class  in  physiology,  and 
the  pupils  seemed  to  be  real  bright.  The 
Doctor  said  that  they  were  just  as  tricky 
and  as  sly  about  prompting  each  other  as 
the  boys  in  America.  The  girls’  school 
is  in  full  swing  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Kate  McBurney.  They  have  a lot  of  very 
interesting  little  folks. 


TAK  HING  GIRLS’  SCHOOL. 


This  is  the  season  for  weddings  in 
China.  We  have  had  a few  in  progress 
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around  us.  The  bridegroom  pays  so 
much  for  his  bride,  and  then  they  hire  a 
band  and  have  a big  feast  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  as  long  as  the  money  lasts. 
They  keep  the  music  going  night  and  day, 
especially  at  nights.  We  had  one  about 
two  weeks  ago  a short  distance  from  our 
side  of  the  house,  and  we  could  hear  drums 
and  tin  cans  going  all  night  through. 
There  is  a rumor  that  there  is  to  be  a 
wedding  in  the  teaching  staff  of  the  Mis- 
sion about  the  middle  of  January.  How- 
ever, it  is  the  American  ring  ceremony 
that  is  to  be  used,  I believe.  The  Mission 
will  need  more  teachers  in  the  near  future. 
I inclose  pictures  of  the  girls*  school,  and 
of  the  three  American  babies.  Margaret 
Robb  and  Robert  Paul  (R.  P.)  Wright 


MARGARET  ROBB  ROBERT  PAUL  WRIGHT 

ANNA  E.  BLAIR 


are  about  six  months  younger  than  our 
little  girl,  and  they  are  all  about  the  same 
weight.  The  children  here  are  a fine  lot. 
Mr.  J.  K.  Robb  has  as  fine  a quartet  as 
you  would  want  to  see,  while  I am  sure 
that  R.  P.  Wright  will  hold  his  own  next 
summer  with  any  boy  in  the  States  who 
may  even  be  a good  bit  older. 

The  general  health  at  the  Mission  is 
very  good.  A few  cases  of  malaria  and 
grip.  All  the  newcomers  are  putting  on 


flesh  rapidly.  Some  have  gained  as  much 
as  twenty-six  pounds. 

We  are  all  busy  at  the  language,  and 
finding  it  enough  to  keep  us  busy.  Our 
great  consolation  is  that  others  have  al- 
ready learned  it.  It  is  an  interesting 
study.  It  is  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
made.  We  are  longing  for  the  time  when 
we  can  do  some  active  work,  but  perhaps 
it  is  better  that  we  cannot  do  any  active 
work  until  we  have  time  to  learn  some- 
thing about  the  customs.  This  letter  is  far 
too  long,  but  hope  you  will  pardon  it.  I 
might  say  that  the  new  missionaries  of 
us  have  a Bible  class  in  English  on  Sab- 
bath mornings,  and  we  have  preaching  in 
English  every  other  Sabbath  evening,  Mr. 
W.  M.  Robb,  Mr.  Mitchell  and  myself 
taking  it  time  about.  We  can  muster  an 
audience  of  English  speaking  people  to 
the  number  of  eighteen  or  nineteen.  We 
all  hope  that  the.  Twenty-five  Thousand 
Semi-centennial  Fund  will  be  raised.  Our 
goods  have  all  arrived.  The  last  batch 
came  this  past  week. 

Under  date  of  Dec.  9,  1907,  Rev.  J.  K. 
Robb  writes  as  follows: 

Our  newcomers  arrived  in  Hong  Kong 
on  Oct.  12,  and  were  met  by  three  of  us, 
who  were  in  Hong  Kong  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  whole  party  arrived  in  Tak 
Hing  on  Oct.  17,  early  in  the  morning.  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  describe  the  intensity 
nor  even  the  volume  of  the  welcome  which 
was  accorded  the  new  missionaries.  There 
were  exclamations,  interjections  and  al- 
most every  other  kind  of  human  expres- 
sion of  which  I have  any  knowledge,  all 
in  one  grand  jumble.  But  it  was  good  to 
hear  nevertheless.  And  the  event  will 
probably  live  in  the  minds  of  all  con- 
cerned in  it.  There  are  now  more  for- 
eigners in  Tak  Hing  than  ever  before,  so 
far  as  we  can  tell. 

The  household  goods  of  the  new  mis- 
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sionaries  were  delayed  in  passage,  and 
there  seems  to  be  a bit  of  irony  in  the 
fact  that  the  bachelor  of  the  party  was 
the  first  to  receive  bis.  Consignments  of 
goods  have  been  coming  in  at  intervals 
now  for  six  weeks,  and  the  last  one  ar- 
rived to-day.  This  delay  has  caused  the 
people  to  resort  to  some  rather  primitive 
methods  in  certain  lines  of  housekeeping. 
But  the  facility  with  which  they  adjusted 
themselves  to  the  situation  speaks  well  for 
them.  Missionaries  in  new  fields  will  find 
their  work  much  easier  when  they  them- 
selves are  able  to  face  new  situations  and 
devise  ways  and  means  for  overcoming 
new  and  strange  obstacles. 

All  are  now  at  work  on  the  Chinese 
language,  and  are  making  commendable 
progress  in  it.  It  is  our  hope  that  they 
may  have  the  best  of  advantages  in  their 
time  of  preparation,  and  so  far  as  we  are 
now  able  to  see,  there  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  given  every  advantage 
at  our  command.  One  of  the  pleasures 
of  the  winter  so  far  is  preaching  in  Eng- 
lish on  Sabbath  evenings,  each  of  the  new 
ministers  taking  his  turn  in  conducting 
the  service.  I suppose  those  of  us  who 
have  been  here  longer  appreciate  this  the 
most,  though  the  newcomers  cannot  get 
much  out  of  the  Chinese  services,  and  so 
probably  are  glad  to' hear  something  that 
they  are  able  to  understand.  But  it  is  a 
great  delight  to  us  to  hear  our  own  mother 
tongue  spoken,  and  while  we  are  not  dis- 
posed to  be  critical,  I am  inclined  to  think 
that  one  who  was  would  not  find  a great 
deal  to  work  on  in  the  sermons  that  have 
been  delivered  in  our  hearing. 

Our  work  is  going  on  this  fall  with 
much  to  encourage  us.  The  Sabbath 
audiences  have  not  been  up  to  the  average 


for  some  time  until  yesterday.  The  rice 
harvest  has  been  in  progress  for  some 
weeks,  but  is  well  over  now,  and  we  may 
expect  to  see  more  people  at  our  services. 
The  schools  are  all  in  operation,  the  train- 
ing school  with  the  same  students  as  last 
year,  and  the  other  two  schools  with  at- 
tendance fully  as  large,  and  perhaps 
larger  than  last  year.  We  have  not  been 
able  so  far  this  fall  to  do  anything  in  the 
line  of  itinerating,  but  hope  to  do  some- 
thing before  the  favorable  weather  has 
gone.  Our  winter  communion  is  set  for 
the  first  Sabbath  of  January,  and  we  hope 
for  several  accessions,  and  are  confident 
that  there  will  be  a goodly  number. 

The  health  of  the  missionaries  has  been 
good  this  fall.  Mr.  W.  M.  Bobb  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed  for  several  days  with  an 
attack  of  malaria.  He  is  at  work  again, 
however,  and  says  that  he  feels  much  bet- 
ter than  before  he  was  taken  sick. 

The  doctors  are  making  periodical  trips 
to  Do  Sing  to  dispense  medicines.  We 
are  now  in  possession  of  a piece  of  prop- 
erty there,  and  are  beginning  to  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  we  shall  begin 
active  work  in  that  place.-  The  import- 
ance of  the  place,  from  a missionary  stand- 
point, seems  to  grow  on  us,  and  we  are 
fortunate  in  getting  a foothold.  It  has 
not  yet  been  decided  who  will  occupy  the 
new  stations,  but  it  is  probable  that  we  will 
know  before  very  long  now.  When  the 
new  stations  are  occupied  we  will  be  reach- 
ing many  fold  more  people  than  we  are 
doing  at  present,  and  the  Church  will  then 
see  some  fruits  as  a reward  for  her  ener- 
getic efforts  to  enlarge  her  work  in  China. 
The  field  is  large,  almost  appallingly  so. 
But  God’s  Spirit  is  everywhere,  and  it  is 
by  His  Spirit  that  we  prevail. 


The  Arabic  language  has  ninety-nine  names  for  God,  each  represented  by  one  bead 
in  his  rosary;  yet  the  “Name  above  every  name,”  which  makes  Him  dearest  to  our 
hearts,  is  totally  unknown. — Religious  Beyond. 
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Blanchard,  la.  — The  L.  M.  Society  of 
Long  Branch  Congregation  desires  to 
place  on  record  a tribute  to  the  memory 
of  Mrs.  Joseph  McKnight,  who  departed 
this  life  on  Nov.  6,  1907. 

While  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to 
the  hand  of  Providence,  we  at  the  same 
time  recognize  that  our  blessed  Lord  has 
taken  to  Himself  one  who  shall  be  greatly 
missed  from  our  midst.  She  was  a faith- 
ful and  consistent  member  of  the  Church 
and  a loving  and  devoted  mother  in  the 
home.  She  was  always  ready  and  willing 
to  help,  whether  by  contribution  or  per- 
sonal work,  when  need  was  brought  to  her 
attention.  Few  found  greater  delight  in 
the  service  of  her  Master.  The  ordinances 
of  God’s  House  were  a source  of  great  joy 
to  her  soul,  and  she  occupied  a place  in  the 
Church  which  cannot  easily  be  filled.  She 
was  always  thoughtful  and  kind  to  every- 
body, and  gave  a helping  hand.  She  pos- 
sessed a strong  abiding  interest  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ  and  her  life  is  worthy 
of  imitation.  While  we  miss  her  presence 
and  her  godly  counsel,  yet  we  submit  to 
Him  Who  doeth  all  things  well.  We  ex- 
tend to  her  bereaved  husband  and  children 
our  deepest  heartfelt  sympathy. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Johnston, 

Mrs.  M.  C.  Dodds, 

Committee. 

Olathe,  Kans. — We  have  again  come 
to  the  time  when  it  is  well  to  take  a look 
backward  before  we  take  a step  forward. 
Our  society  has  held  twelve  regular  meet- 
ings during  the  year,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  twenty.  Eight  of  these  meet- 
ings were  “all-day”  meetings,  at  which  the 
ladies  pieced  and  tacked  comforters,  sewed 
carpet  rags  or  made  garments  to  be  put 
in  "our  box.”  The  society  sent,  as  in 
former  years,  a box  to  our  Southern  Mis- 


sion, which  contained  four  comforters,  one 
quilt  and  quite  a quantity  of  new  and 
second-hand  clothing. 

We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  adding  five 
new  names  to  our  roll  during  the  year. 
We  are  always  glad  to  weleome  those  who 
are  willing  to  join  our  circle,  and  thereby 
increase  our  forces,  to  help  advance  our 
Master’s  work. 

At  our  June  meeting  the  ladies  of  the 
Kansas  City  Congregation  came  out  and 
spent  the  day  with  us.  It  was  a day  en- 
joyed by  all,  and  we  trust  beneficial  to 
both  societies. 

God,  in  His  Providence,  called  one  of 
our  sisters  to  her  eternal  reward.  Her 
gain  was  our  loss. 

Two  of  our  sisters  asked  at  the  close 
of  the  year  that  their  names  be  taken 
from  our  roll,  for  they  expect  to  enter 
new  fields  of  labor  at  the  beginning  of  the 
new  year.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  these  sis- 
ters, but  we  know  they  will  be  helpers 
wherever  they  go. 

As  will  be  seen  from  our  treasurer’s  re- 
port, our  money  has  been  raised  and  dis- 
posed of  much  the  same  as  in  former  years. 

Mrs.  Ida  Moore,  Pres. 

Margaret  Atchison,'  Sec. 

Treasurer’s  Report. 


Receipts. 

Amount  in  treasury $23.55 

Dues  69.55 

Donations  8.45 

Initiation  fees 50 

Social  Union  1.85 

Pledge  for  Y.  W.  F.  M 12.20 

Kansas  City  Church 8.48 

Receipts  at  sales  69.46 

Carpet,  rags  and  work 7.65 

In  memory  of  Mrs.  M.  Cooper. . . . 25.00 
Value  of  box  sent  to  the  Southern 

Mission  75.00 

$301.69 
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Disbursements . 

Young  Women’s  Foreign  Miss’ry.  .$12.50 


Tarsus  Building  Fund 10.00 

Famine  in  China  * 10.00 

Rev.  W.  W.  Wilson 10.00 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb 10.00 

Theological  Seminary  deficit 15.00 

Domestic  Mission  20.00 

East  Selma  Building  Fund 20.00 

Semi-centennial  Fund  50.00 

Our  Board  of  Deacons 25.00 

Social  Union  2.35 

Material  for  box 5.87 

Articles  for  sale 2.60 

Freight  on  box  to  Southern  Miss’n  4.00 

Book  for  Society 1.25 

Value  of  box  sent  to  Southern  Mis- 
sion   75.00 

$273.57 

Balance  on  hand 28.12 


Anna  E.  Wilson,  Treas. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.— The  Ladies’  Mission- 
ary Society  of  Eighth  Street  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  Pittsburg,  has  been 
called  upon  to  note  with  sorrow  the  death 
of  one  of  its  most  esteemed  members,  Mrs. 
David  McAllister,  widow  of  the  late  Rev. 
David  McAllister,  who  was  our  beloved 
pastor  for  almost  twenty  years.  Our  sis- 
ter entered  into  rest  Sabbath  morning, 
Dec.  1,  1907.  Although  for  many  years 
a great  sufferer,  the  last  message  came 
silently  and  apparently  painlessly,  and 
she  departed  to  be  with  Christ,  “which 
was  far  better.” 

No  words  of  testimony  could  be  given 
on  the  dying  bed.  The  message  came  too 
suddenly  for  such  parting  testimony.  But 
the  life  had  steadily  given  what  the  sud- 
den summons  at  the  last  forbade.  Her  life 
was  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  To  her, 
therefore,  to  die  was  “great  gain.” 

We  wish  to  record  our  appreciation  of 
her  noble  Christian  character,  her  faith- 
fulness in  duty,  her  liberality  in  things 


pertaining  to  the  Master’s  Kingdom,  her 
patient  endurance  under  trial  and  afflic- 
tion, and  the  efficient  help  she  gave  her 
husband  during  the  long  years  of  his  ardu- 
ous labors. 

We  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the 
bereaved  family,  and  commend  them  to 
the  loving  care  of  Him  “who  doeth  all 
things  well.”  For,  though  He  wound,  yet 
shall  He  heal  again.  And  the  solemn  ad- 
monition comes  to  us,  “Be  ye  also  ready, 
for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not,  the 
Son  of  Man  cometh.” 

Mrs.  N.  C.  Blackwood, 
Mrs.  J.  A.  McAteer, 

Mrs.  George  Simpson. 

Sterling,  Kans. — The  Ladies’  Mission- 
ary Society  of  Sterling,  Kans.,  Reformed 
Presbyterian  congregation,  desire  to  offer 
a tribute  of  love  and  esteem  in  memory 
of  Mrs.  Esther  Williams,  whom  the  all 
wise  Father  took  to  the  heavenly  home 
Sabbath  morning,  Nov.  17,  1907,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six. 

Although  a great  sufferer  and  a woman 
of  many  sorrows,  and  acquainted  with 
grief,  she  knew  the  true  source  of  comfort 
and  therefore  was  ever  ready  to  greet  her 
friends  with  a cheery  smile  and  a kindly 
word.  She  was  for  years  a member  of  our 
Ladies’  Missionary  Society,  and  although 
not  often  able  to  be  with  us,  she  was  faith- 
ful, as  the  treasurer  can  testify,  for, 
though  of  limited  means,  her  dues  came 
regularly  every  month  by  the  hand  of 
some  friend,  as  she  had  opportunity  to 
send  them.  Frequently  would  she  ask  how 
much  we  needed  for  this  or  that  work, 
showing  a consecrated  purse  as  well  as 
soul.  She  loved  the  house  of  God,  though 
often  there  in  suffering  and  weakness.  We 
would  acknowledge  the  Hand  in  this  re- 
moval, as  the  One  Who  doeth  all  things 
well,  and  feel  admonished  to  “be  ye  also 
ready.”  Committee. 
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A TRIAL  OVERCOME. 

Eev.  A.  I.  Eobb  came  in  a few  days  ago 
and  read  us  a part  of  your  letter,  in  which 
you  were  congratulating  yourself  that  you 
were  going  to  have  so  many  letters  for 
Olive  Trees.  He  asked  us  how  many  of 
us  had  written  to  you  since  we  came  to 
China,  and  not  one  “plead  guilty,”  al- 
though I think  we  all  felt  a little  guilty. 
It  may  be  the  next  mail  will  carry  nine 
letters  to  you,  telling  our  first  impressions. 
If  we  were  to  tell  all  that  has  happened 
since  we  sailed  three  months  ago  to-day 
(Dec.  13,  1907)  you  would  not  have  room 
in  Olive  Trees  for  anything  else  for  a 
year  to  come,  and  it  is  hard  to  know  what 
to  choose  that  will  be  of  interest.  I had 
often  heard  of  the  trials  of  a missionary, 
but  I am  realizing  just  now  that  they  are 
sometimes  very  real,  for  I think  all  of  the 
newcomers  consider  these  letters  as  trials. 
If  trials  overcome  strengthen  one,  I ex- 
pect to  be  very  strong  when  I am  through 
with  this,  if  strength  gained  is  in  propor- 
tion to  the  trial. 

THE  OCEAN  VOYAGE. 

You  probably  know  long  ere  this  that 
we  slipped  away  from  Seattle  on  the 
morning  of  Sept.  13,  without  any  of  the 
Seattle  Covenanters  seeing  us,  and  before 
getting  too  far  from  Seattle  we  might 
mention  that  if  one  can  arrange  to  have  a 
few  days’  wait  before  sailing  the  Seattle 
people  can  make  it  very  pleasant,  the  only 
difficulty  being  that  time  passes  too 
quickly. 

Of  the  joys  of  our  ocean  voyage  much 
might  be  written,  but  others  of  our  party 
can  write  more  fully  on  that  subject  than 
I,  for  other  reasons  than  that  they  wield 
the  pen  of  a ready  writer. 

The  most  enjoyable  part  of  the  voyage 


was  the  stops  at  the  various  ports  in  Japan 
and  China.  Some  of  our  party  do  not 
agree  with  me  in  this,  but  my  impressions 
were  not  the  same  as  theirs  and  they  have 
not  been  able  to  convince  me  that  their 
impressions  were  more  indelibly  fixed  than 
mine.  I doubt  if  any  of  the  others  can 
close  their  eyes  and  feel  the  “deep  and 
dark  blue  ocean  roll”  better  than  I. 

AT  YOKOHAMA. 

When  we  reached  Yokohama  a delega- 
tion of  officials  came  on  board  to  greet 
Secretary  Taft.  Later,  we  went  ashore, 
and  we  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  the 
demonstration  made  over  Secretary  Taft’s 
arrival,  and  there  was  nothing  in  it  to 
indicate  they  were  seriously  contemplating 
war  with  the  United  States.  We  saw  the 
city  at  its  best,  as  it  was  cleaned  and 
decorated  in  honor  of  Taft.  We  saw 
many  interesting  things,  but  perhaps  our 
most  novel  experience  was  riding  in  Jin- 
rikashas.  It  was  quite  a convenience  to 
have  horse,  driver  and  guide  combined, 
but  it  hardly  seemed  quite  like  the  right 
thing  to  do  to  use  a human  being  like  a 
horse.  Their  willingness  to  be  used  as 
such  was  evident,  for  they  were  as  per- 
sistent in  their  efforts  to  have  us  “Take 
me,”  as  American  cabmen  are.  The  Japs 
as  a people  impressed  me  as  being  exceed- 
ingly polite.  Store-keepers  invited  us  in 
to  see  their  goods,  saying  we  could  look 
at  them  without  buying,  although  I think 
they  always  hoped  to  make  a sale;  how- 
ever, they  were  just  as  polite  when  we 
did  not  buy  as  when  we  did. 

MOUNTAIN  CLIMBING  AT  KOBE. 

When  we  made  our  second  stop,  Kobe, 
we  did  not  stay  in  the  city  much,  but 
climbed  the  hills.  It  was  hard  work  some- 
times, but  when  we  reached  the  top  of  the 
mountains,  we  felt  repaid  for  our  labors. 
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for  the  view  was  very  fine.  The  J aps  seem 
to  make  use  of  every  available  bit  of  land, 
and  even  places  on  the  sides  of  hills  and 
tops  of  mountains,  where  it  seemed  in- 
accessible, there  would  be  well-kept  gar- 
dens. 

One  day  some  of  us  climbed  a high  hill 
to  Moon  Temple.  It  is  five  miles  from 
the  city,  up  a steep  grade,  and  when  one 
has  climbed  until  he  thinks  he  cannot 
go  any  further,  a flight  of  steps — some- 
thing over  three  hundred,  is  reached,  at 
the  head  of  which  is  the  temple.  We  saw 
many  worshipers,  both  old  and  young, 
toiling  up  the  hill  carrying  little  bags  of 
rice  and  money,  and  when  they  went 
to  the  temple  the  worshipers  sounded  a 
gong  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  gods, 
bowed  their  heads  in  prayer,  made  their 
offerings  and  went  back  to  their  homes. 
It  could  not  but  make  one  think  how 
much  easier  it  is  to  be  a Christian  than 
an  idol  worshiper,  just  from  the  physical 
standpoint,  without  taking  into  consid- 
eration anything  higher. 

COALING  THE  VESSEL. 

At  our  next  stop,  Nagasaki,  the  most  in- 
teresting thing  we  saw  was  coaling  the 
vessel.  The  Literary  Digest  of  Oct.  26, 
1907,  has  an  illustration  of  the  coaling 
of  a vessel  which  is  very  good;  at  least 
it  seems  so  to  one  who  has  seen  the  real 
thing.  I do  not  know  how  good  an  idea 
it  will  convey  to  one  who  has  not  seen  it. 
It  was  remarkable,  the  rapidity  with 
which  those  hundreds  of  little  men  and 
women,  some  with  babies  on  their  backs, 
could  pass  the  baskets  of  coal  up  the  lad- 
ders from  their  boats  to  the  steamer;  the 
accuracy  and  regularity  with  which  it  was 
done  are  also  worthy  of  mention.  They 
worked  from  6 A.  M.  until  after  mid- 
night; probably  there  were  relays,  but 
there  was  never  a pause  in  the  work. 

NEARING  HOME. 

It  was  raining  when  we  reached  Shang- 


hai, our  next  stop,  so  we  allowed  Secre- 
tary Taft  to  go  ashore  without  us.  At 
Hong  Kong  we  were  met  by  some  of  the 
Tak  Hing  people,  and  perhaps  it  is  need- 
less to  say  that  conversation  did  not  lag. 
The  trip  up  West  River  was  as  pleasant 
as  any  part  of  our  journey,  although  we 
had  left  Taft  at  Hong  Kong.  The  river 
was  high,  so  that  it  raised  us  up  far 
enough  to  see  out  over  valleys  and  villages 
that  the  older  missionaries  had  never  seen 
before.  There  is  some  beautiful  scenery 
along  the  West  River.  A few  miles  be- 
low Tak  Hing  we  came  in  sight  of  a large 
pagoda,  built  near  where  the  Lo  Ting 
River  empties  into  the  West  River.  It 
was  built  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the 
good  luck  up  the  rivers,  so  this  Mission 
ought  to  be  successful,  since  good  luck  has 
been  collecting  for  years — perhaps  hun- 
dreds of  them. 

When  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Mission 
we  saw  the  Stars  and  Stripes  floating 
above  the  house  which  was  to  be  the  home 
of  Miss  Wilson  and  myself;  the  flag  was 
the  one  given  to  Drs.  Kate  and  Jean  Mc- 
Burney  by  the  young  people  of  Rev.  W. 
J.  Coleman’s  Congregation. 

THE  WELCOME. 

As  we  drew  nearer  we  saw  a group  of 
people  on  the  river  bank,  waving  to  us. 
Most  of  them  were  Chinese,  for  our  own 
people  had  come  out  in  rowboats  to  meet 
us.  If  any  of  them  were  not  glad  to  see 
us  they  gave  us  no  evidence  of  it.  The 
Chinese  were  as  enthusiastic  in  their  wel- 
come as  if  we  were  old  friends.  We  ar- 
rived early  in  the  morning,  and  that  af- 
ternoon they  held  a reception  for  us  in  the 
church,  which  was  of  a semi-religious 
nature.  The  seminary  students  all  spoke 
briefly,  and  the  gist  of  their  talks  was 
that  they  had  asked  the  Heavenly  Father 
to  send  forth  laborers,  and  we  were  here 
in  answer  to  their  prayers,  and  they  were 
very  glad  to  welcome  us  as  His  messen- 
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gers,  and  they  hoped  we  would  soon  be 
able  to  speak  their  language. 

THE  NEW  LANGUAGE. 

We  feel  that  we  need  their  prayers  and 
those  of  the  people  at  home,  too,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  learn  the  language,  for  it 
is  not  a small  task  which  we  have  before 
us.  Some  one  said  it  did  not  take  us  long 
to  leam  how  to  make  mistakes  in  Chinese, 
which  is  very  true,  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to 
say  when  we  will  be  able  not  to  make 
them.  It  is  some  encouragement  to  us 
when  we  know  the  older  missionaries  have 
not  gotten  beyond  making  mistakes — 
funny  ones,  too,  for  only  this  week  one 
made  the  mistake  of  telling  a man  she  had 
seen  his  old  hen,  when  the  intention  was 
to  say  his  mother-in-law  had  been  seen. 
I suppose  the  tones  impress  one  first  as 
being  the  hardest  thing,  but  it  seems  to  me 
the  Chinese  idiom  is  about  as  difficult.  We 
have  one  thing  for  which  to  be  thankful — 
the  verb  “to  be”  is  the  simplest  thing 
one  could  wish;  one  little  word  answers 
for  all  purposes,  singular  and  plural,  past, 
present  and  future,  without  any  of  the 
complications  we  find  in  English,  Latin, 
German,  etc. 

VERY  MINOR  TRIALS. 

Another  trial  which  is  almost  as  great 
as  having  to  write  letters  is  that  we  can- 
not go  out  without  hats.  It  is  not  be- 
cause of  Chinese  custom,  but  the  East- 
ern sun  seems  to  have  a disastrous  effect 
on  a Westerner  who  goes  out  without  his 
hat  or  some  protection  for  his  head. 

Possibly  every  missionary  who  has  come 
out  has  written  back  or  has  told  it  when 
home  that  the  Chinese  do  not  shake 
hands,  and  though  I knew  it  I did  not 
think  of  putting  it  into  practice  when  I 
got  here;  but  we  follow  the  Chinese  cus- 
tom, and  when  we  meet  some  one  and 
wish  to  greet  him,  we  put  our  hands  to- 
gether and  shake  them — as  some  one  ex- 
pressed it,  “shake  hands  with  ourselves.” 


We  also  follow  the  native  custom  of  men 
and  women  sitting  on  their  respective 
sides  of  the  church  with  a partition  be- 
tween. The  brides  and  grooms  in  our 
party  had  to  separate  when  they  went  to 
the  reception  and  church  just  as  if  they 
were  not  recently  married. 

In  our  study  we  learned  that  the  name 
for  an  eclipse  of  the  moon  is  made  up  of 
two  words,  “moon”  and  “eat.”  Our 
teacher  explained  that  the  Chinese  think 
the  dragon  is  eating  the  moon,  hence  the 
name,  “moon  eat.” 

RECREATIONS. 

Our  chief  recreation  is  walking  and 
playing  tennis.  None  of  the  newcomers 
were  tennis  players,  but  we  each  got  a 
racket  in  Kobe,  where  they  only  cost  half 
what  one  of  the  same  style  would  cost  at 
home,  and  we  are  learning.  The  court  is 
sod,  and  on  rainy  days  when  we  cannot 
play,  the  water  buffaloes  tramp  over  it, 
so  that  it  is  not  always  perfectly  smooth, 
and  it  is  rather  uncertain  how  the  ball 
will  bounce,  if  at  all,  so  that  it  is  a game 
of  chance  almost  as  much  as  a game  of 
skill,  and  no  doubt  our  playing  would 
seem  much  like  a farce  to  a professional 
player,  but  all  our  crowd  can  testify  that 
fun  does  not  depend  on  smooth  courts,  nor 
skillful  playing.  The  walking  is  probably 
good  training  for  our  work  in  the  future, 
for  the  older  workers  have  to  make  long 
trips,  Eev.  A.  I.  Eobb  walking  thirty 
miles  one  day  recently,  and  Dr.  Wright 
goes  to  a village  ten  miles  away,  and  after 
looking  to  the  needs  of  patients,  walks 
home  again.  Dr.  Jean  McBurney  goes  to 
the  same  village  on  her  wheel.  All  three 
of  the  doctors  go  to  Do  Sing  frequently, 
but  they  can  go  there  on  a boat. 

BOYS  LOOKING  FORWARD. 

Dr.  Wright  and  Eev.  J.  K.  Eobb  are 
making  plans  now  for  going  home  in 
April.  The  little  Eobb  boys  are  very  much 
interested  in  the  prospective  trip.  They 
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comfort  those  of  us  who  are  to  be  left  be- 
hind by  promising  to  bring  ns  all  sorts  of 
things  from  America.  Little  three-year- 
old  Joe  promised  Dr.  Kate  to  buy  her  a 
man.  We  wonder  if  America  will  come 
np  to  their  expectations.  I am  quite  sure 
this  is  not  what  you  want  for  Olive 
Trees,  so  please  consign  it  to  the  waste 
basket. 

Ida  M.  Scott. 

A FEW  JOTTINGS. 

From  the  Kocky  Mountains  in  Colora- 
do to  the  Mourne  Range  in  County  Down 
in  Ireland  is  more  than  a Sabbath  day’s 
journey,  yet  with  the  help  of  the  Lusi- 
tania the  trip  may  now  be  made  with  only 
one  Sabbath  at  sea;  that  is,  one  can  wor- 
ship with  our  brethren  in  La  Junta  at 
their  midweek  prayer  meeting  and  on  the 
following  Sabbath  week  worship  with  our 
Covenanter  brethren  in  Belfast.  So  that 
the  trip  has  become  a pleasure  rather 
than  a hardship,  as  in  former  days. 

From  the  day  we  said  “farewell”  to  a 
faithful  people  in  La  Junta,  until  we 
sailed  from  New  York  amid  the  “fare- 
wells” of  our  brethren,  we  saw  nothing  but 
the  evidence  of  a deep  interest  in  Syria, 
if  we  call  the  “farewell”  meetings  marks 
of  interest,  and  we  cannot  do  otherwise. 
In  the  midst  of  such  interest  and  loyalty 
it  was  no  difficult  task  to  say  “adieu”  on 
such  an  expedition,  knowing  that  behind 
the  Covenanter  missionaries  are  the  loyal 
congregations  and  the  thousands  of  fam- 
ily altars  where  the  foreign  workers  have 
their  names  engraved  morning  and  even- 
ing. To  be  co-workers  with  such  a people 
is  surely  a great  honor  conferred  by  the 
Head  of  the  Church.  And  if  this  interest 
is  an  index  of  what  is  to  be  found  every- 
where in  our  denomination,  the  Lord’s 
work  cannot  but  prosper,  even  in  difficult 
places. 

We  cannot-  pass  without  thanking  our 


New  York  and  Brooklyn  brethren  for  their 
loyalty  in  waiting  to  see  our  steamer  sail. 
A raging  rain  and  thunder  storm,  yet 
they  stood  on  the  wharf  when  all  had 
sought  shelter.  Their  farewells  were  still 
waving  when  the  last  stroke  of  the  engine 
separated  us,  and  we  sailed  believing  that 
it  was  their  purpose  to  be  as  loyal  to 
Syria  under  any  trying  experiences.  The 
flowers  and  other  gifts  that  these  friends 
gave  us  for  the  journey  were  much  ap- 
preciated, and  the  steamer  letters  from 
all  parts  of  the  Church  were  rich  with 
good  things  for  us  all. 

Our  trip  on  the  Lusitania  was  a pleas- 
ant one,  save  for  a few  inconvenient  hours 
of  restlessness  that  the  ladies  experienced, 
but  a pleasant  ride  across  the  channel  to 
Ireland,  and  these  experiences  were  soon 
forgotten. 

In  Belfast,  Dr.  Lynd  opened  to  us  his 
home  and  shared  with  us  that  warm  hos- 
pitality for  which  he  and  Mrs.  Lynd  are 
now  well  known.  He  even  allowed  us  to 
minister  to  his  people  on  the  Sabbath, 
while  he  went  and  ministered  to  a vacaifl; 
congregation.  A few  hours  from  Belfast 
and  we  were  in  Rathfriland,  County 
Down,  where  we  had  the  privilege  of 
preaching  in  the  church  in  which  the 
writer  was  baptized.  Dr.  Benough,  with 
whom  we  spent  a pleasant  fast  day  in 
Knockbracken,  told  us  that  the  Rathfri- 
land congregation  had  given  about  twenty 
of  her  sons  to  the  ministry,  and  he  him- 
self is  one  of  the  number.  Here  we  could 
not  help  counting  the  vacant  seats,  whose 
occupants  are  now  in  Philadelphia,  York, 
and  Boston,  young  men  and  women  who 
we  trust,  shall  ever  remember  the  teach- 
ing and  prayers  of  godly  parents  who 
yearn  for  their  welfare  in  a foreign  land. 

From  Belfast  to  London  in  one  night 
and  a few  hours,  and  we  found  ourselves 
in  the  whirl  of  the  world’s  metropolis, 
with  so  much  to  be  seen  that  a month 
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would  not  suffice.  No  greater  things  can 
we  record  of  that  trip  than  these:  The 

privilege  of  standing  with  uncovered  head 
in  Westminster  Abbey  at  the  tomb  of 
David  Livingstone,  who  opened  Africa  to 
the  gospel,  and  celebrating  the  centenary 
of  Robert  Morrison’s  going  to  China.  At 
this  meeting  eight  thousand  people  gath- 
ered to  hear  of  the  march  of  those  who 
for  a hundred  years  have  been  walking  in 
his  footsteps,  and  our  prayers  there  went 
up  for  our  own  band,  who  were  then  on 
the  Pacific. 

From  London  to  Paris  and  thence  to 
Marseilles,  and  on  Nov.  7 we  sailed  on  the 
Senegal  for  Latakia.  In  London  we  met 
Dr.  Peoples  over  the  ’phone  and  met  him 
in  person  in  Paris,  and  then  our  party  of 
four  traveled  together,  at  least  we  knew 
where  to  find  Dr.  Peoples,  for  when  he 
wasn’t  eating  or  sleeping  we  could  usually 
find  him  with  the  “fourth”  cabin  pas- 
sengers. He  never  clearly  explained 
whether  he  was  doing  penance  or  showing 
his  humility. 

Our  steamer  touched  at  Naples,  Athens, 
Smyrna  and  Constantinople,  and  on  a 
Sabbath  morning  we  touched  at  Samos, 
and  we  could  not  but  think  of  the  great 
Apostle  as  he  made  his  way  among  these 
islands  with  the  commission  of  his  Lord. 

Our  vessel  tarried  at  Beirut  for  three 
days.  This  gave  us  a good  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  great  work  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  there.  From  Beirut  one  night 
brought  us  to  Cyprus,  and  there  Rev.  Mc- 
Carroll  met  us  with  a cordial  invitation 
for  dinner,  assuring  us  that  it  had  been 
ready  for  us  three  days  before.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  dinner  and  the  fellowship  were 
richly  enjoyed,  and  we  knew  that  if  Mrs. 
Me  Carroll  did  forget  her  name  once  she 
had  not  forgotten  how  to  prepare  a 
Thanksgiving  dinner.  Another  night’s 
sail,  and  the  morning  found  us  anchored 
before  Mersina.  Soon  Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds 


and  Miss  Sterrett  were  aboard  urging 
us  to  come  ashore  for  another  Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner.  Brother  Dodds  assured  us 
that  the  dinner  was  not  all  it  had  been 
three  days  before,  as  he  confessed  tto  hav- 
ing persuaded  Mrs.  Dodds  that  when  we 
were  not  on  time,  the  pumpkin  pies  would 
not  keep,  and  so  he  and  Miss  Sterrott  had 
some  extra  dainties.  To  stand  at  Mer- 
sina beside  the  grave  of  Dr.  Metheny  and 
to  see  the  work  of  his  hands  and  the  zeal  of 
the  present  workers  was  an  inspiration. 
Here  we  left  Dr.  Peoples,  sorry  that  we 
were  to  leave  him  behind.  Another  night 
and  we  were  anchored  at  Alexandretta  for 
the  Sabbath.  We  went  ashore  and  found 
Miss  Metheny  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  gather- 
ing in  their  Sabbath  school;  listened  to  a 
sermon  in  Turkish,  one  in  Arabic,  and 
then  was  drafted  into  trying  to  speak 
through  an  interpreter  in  the  afternoon. 
Rev.  Kennedy  was  absent,  being  at  Aleppo. 
To  see  the  work  here  speaks  of  the  fidelity 
and  zeal  of  that  little  band,  and  perhaps 
we  had  some  regret  that  our  Irish  brethren 
had  such  attractive  qualities  as  to  win 
these  workers  over  to  their  side. 

Another  night’s  sail  and  we  anchored  at 
Latakia,  the  station  of  our  appointment, 
on  Nov.  25.  Here  we  were  met  by  the 
workers,  and  no  warmer  welcome  could 
have  been  accorded  us.  We  were  glad  to 
say  adieu  to  the  Senegal,  after  eighteen 
days  of  close  confinement.  In  a short 
time  we  were  enjoying  the  hospitality  of 
Brother  McFarland’s  spacious  home.  We 
were  glad  to  have  the  slow  trip  and  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  visiting  our  brethren  and 
the  Covenanter  stations  on  the  coast. 

Thanksgiving  dawned  a glorious  day  in 
Latakia,  and  we  all  gathered  in  the  par- 
lor of  Miss  Wylie,  and  the  writer  tried  to 
direct  the  thoughts  of  the  workers  to  the 
great  blessings  of  the  year  and  a Father’s 
constant  care.  From  this  we  went  to  Dr. 
Balph’s  home  and  soon  Mrs.  Balph  proved 
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to  us  that  her  years  in  Syria  had  not 
diminished  her  ability  in  spreading  a 
Thanksgiving  table,  and  we  all  could  truly 
say,  “Our  cups  were  made  to  overflow.” 
Brother  J.  B.  Dodds  joined  us  for  the  day 
and  its  feast,  and  some  one  remarked  that 
he  must  have  been  listening  at  Suadia  for 
the  flapping  of  the  wings  of  the  great 
national  bird,  and  then  he  hastened  to 
the  scene  of  action.  On  the  following 
morning,  Rev.  Stewart  and  Rev.  Dodds 
started  for  Tartoos. 

To  hear  the  services  in  Arabic  on  Sab- 
bath makes  a newcomer  wonder  if  there  is 
such  a thing  possible  as  being  able  to  get 
a working  use  of  the  language.  But, 
believing  such  to  be  the  case,  we  have 
taken  our  place  at  the  feet  of  Saleem 
Haddad,  who  taught  Dr.  Metheny, 
Archie  Dodds  and  a number  of  the  pres- 
ent workers.  We  cannot  but  think  that 
Brother  McFarland  surely  used  a “pony” 
in  his  work,  or  he  could  not  have  such  a 
hold  on  Arabic  in  so  short  a time.  If  so, 
we  hope  to  make  a search  for  it  under  the 
table  some  of  these  nights,  and  thus  secure 
an  “Aladdin's  lamp,”  hoping  for  a ray  to 
fall  on  the  darkened  pages.  We  have 
rented  a house  for  two  years,  and  expect 
to  move  into  it  in  a few  days.  It  is  a 
native  house  and  not  far  from  the  boys’ 
school.  Our  goods  are  here,  and  evidently 
in  good  order.  In  all  of  our  journey  we 
feel  that  the  good  hand  of  our  God  was 
upon  us,  and  we  appreciate  the  hands  that 
have  been  lifted  on  high  for  our  welfare, 
and  now  our  prayers  are  united  with  yours 
with  renewed  zeal  for  the  success  of  the 
gospel  in  this  needy  land. 

S.  Edgar. 

THE  MAD  CAREER  OF  JOHN  NEWTON. 

(Continued  from  page  19.) 

On  his  return  from  his  stay  in  Kent  he 
found  his  father  incensed,  and  I think  we 
may  say  justly  so.  He  soon  sailed  with 


one  of  his  father’s  friends  to  Venice.  In 
this  voyage  he  ranked  with  the  common 
sailors,  and  being  exposed  to  their  evil 
influence,  he  relaxed  from  the  serious 
mood  he  had  now  observed  for  two  years, 
though  his  conscience  from  time  to  time 
rebuked  him.  He  made  some  feeble  ef- 
forts at  reform,  but  on  the  whole  kept 
making  tremendous  strides  toward  a total 
apostasy  from  God. 

Perhaps  the  last  alarm  he  had  was  in 
the  form  of  a remarkable  dream,  which 
Spurgeon  relates  in  one  of  his  soul-stir- 
ring sermons.  In  his  dream  he  saw  him- 
self on  board  a vessel  in  the  harbor  of 
Venice.  It  was  night,  and  he  was  on  his 
watch,  walking  to  and  fro  on  deck.  Some 
one  approached  and  offered  him  a ring, 
assuring  him  that  his  happiness  and  suc- 
cess depended  on  his  carefully  preserving 
it.  Thereupon  another  person  approached 
and  deriding  his  superstition,  persuaded 
him  to  cast  the  ring  into  the  sea.  It  had 
no  sooner  touched  the  water  than  to  his 
consternation  he  beheld  the  mountains 
which  lay  back  of  Venice  enwrapped  in 
flames,  and  was  given  to  understand  that 
for  his  folly  in  parting  with  the  magic 
ring,  he  had  parted  with  that  which  se- 
cured him  the  mercy  of  God,  and  that  it 
must  now  be  his  fate  to  go  with  this  friend 
to  the  burning  mountains.  He  trembled 
and  was  in  great  agony,  but  his  dream 
continued.  He  saw  himself  on  the  point 
of  being  constrained  to  depart  with  his 
tempter,  and  stood  self-condemned.  But 
now  again  some  one  approached,  and 
though  chiding  his  rashness  in  having  so 
easily  parted  with  the  ring,  nevertheless 
descended  in  quest  of  it,  and  soon  returned 
with  it  in  his  hand.  The  moment  he  re- 
appeared with  the  ring  the  conflagration 
of  the  mountains  was  extinguished,  and 
the  tormentor  fled.  With  joy  Newton  ad- 
vanced to  receive  the  recovered  ring;  but 
he  who  held  it  said,  “If  you  were  entrusted 
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with  it  you  would  soon  bring  yourself  into 
the  same  distress;  you  are  not  able  to 
keep  it.  I will  preserve  it  for  you,  and 
will  produce  it  when  it  is  needed.” 

On  his  return  from  this  voyage  he  re- 
peated his  visjt  to  Kent  and  protracted 
his  stay  as  before,  again  causing  his  fath- 
er’s plans  for  him  to  miscarry,  and  almost 
provoking  him  to  disown  him. 

He  was  at  this  time  suddenly  seized 
and  put  on  board  a man-of-war,  and  his 
father  being  unable  to  secure  his  release, 
owing  to  a critical  state  of  affairs  with 
France,  became  reconciled  to  his  remain- 
ing in  the  navy,  and  hoped  it  might  afford 
him  a field  for  promotion.  He  gave  him 
a recommendation  to  the  captain,  on  the 
strength  of  which  he  was  made  a midship- 
man. Here  he  met  with  companions  who 
completed  the  ruin  of  his  principles;  one 
of  these  especially  could  insinuate  false 
doctrines  most  plausibly,  and  was  as  zeal- 
ous in  corrupting  other  men  as  he  could 
well  have  been  had  he  been  employed  in 
saving  them  from  hell. 

One  day  as  they  were  about  to  sail  for 
the  East  Indies,  he  took  a leave  ashore, 
hired  a horse,  and  went  away  to  take  leave 
of  the  girl  he  loved.  This  so  delayed  his 
return  that  he  lost  favor  with  the  cap- 
tain, who  began  to  treat  him  so  harshly 
that  when  opportunity  offered  he  deserted 
when  the  ships  had  put  back  to  Plymouth 
in  a storm.  His  fault  was  more  aggra- 
vated because  when  he  had  been  entrusted 
with  the  duty  of  preventing  the  deser- 
tion of  others,  he  seized  the  opportunity 
to  escape  himself. 

He  was  soon  caught  and  returned  to 
the  ship  in  irons.  He  was  kept  two  days 
in  the  guard  room  and  afterward  stripped 
and  publicly  flogged.  He  was  also  de- 
graded from  his  rank,  and  his  former 
companions  were  forbidden  to  speak  with 
him.  With  the  captain  his  implacable 
enemy,  the  prospect  of  a five  years’  voy- 


age to  the  East  Indies  was  far  from  pleas- 
ing. He  made  two  resolves:  one  that  he 
would  not  go  to  the  Indies,  and  the  other 
that  he  would  go  to  Guinea. 

But  the  captain,  wishing  to  have  him 
under  his  power  that  he  might  wreak  his 
vengeance  upon  him,  could  by  no  means 
be  persuaded  to  exchange  him.  Every  hour 
exposed  him  to  new  insults  and  new  in- 
juries, yet  all  else  that  he  suffered  seemed 
as  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  thought 
of  separation  from  the  one  he  loved. 

His  state  was  one  of  darkness  above,  de- 
spair beneath,  around  him  flame,  within 
him  death.  Although  it  was  at  that  time 
impossible  to  persuade  the  captain  to  ex- 
change him  and  allow  him  to  proceed  to 
Guinea,  yet  it  was  God’s  purpose  as  well 
as  his  own  that  he  should  not  go  to  the 
Indies,  and  that  he  should  go  to  Guinea. 
And  he  brought  it  about  that  when  his 
request  was  repeated  at  Madeira  the  cap- 
tain consented,  and  he  was  exchanged  to 
a Guinea  ship. 

Within  half  an  hour  from  the  time  he 
had  been  insultingly  roused  from  his 
sleep  one  morning,  he  found  himself  safe- 
ly aboard  another  ship,  and  this  was  one  of 
the  many  critical  turns  of  his  life,  in 
which  the  Lord  displayed  His  care,  and 
caused  many  unexpected  circumstances  to 
concur  in  almost  an  instant  of  time  for 
the  accomplishment  of  His  purposes. 

Such  sudden  opportunities  were  several 
times  repeated  in  his  experience,  and  each 
time  they  ushered  him  into  an  entirely 
new  scene  of  action;  and  what  was  more 
remarkable  still  they  were  usually  delayed 
to  the  last  moment  in  which  they  could 
have  occurred.  This  he  remarks  with  sur- 
prise in  his  narrative,  but  it  is  in  har- 
mony, however  strange,  with  what  has 
often  been  noticed  in  connection  with 
providence,  and  has  given  rise  to  the 
proverb,  “When  the  tale  of  bricks  is 
doubled  Moses  appears.”  The  captain  of 
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the  ship,  having  some  acquaintance  with 
his  father,  was  disposed  to  be  his  friend. 
He,  however,  made  a base  return  for  this 
proposed  kindness.  His  previous  suffering 
had  been  insufficient  for  his  reform.  It 
must  be  ever  so,  for  though  God  often- 
times uses  trouble  for  our  amendment, 
there  is  abundant  proof  that  trouble  itself 
will  not  of  itself  effect  the  change.  There 
must  be  grace  accompanying  the  trouble. 

Newton  now  threw  off  all  restraint,  and 
grew  worse  and  worse,  being  almost  in  the 
irrecoverable  state  of  II.  Peter,  2,  14.  He 
sinned  with  a high  hand,  and  set  himself 
to  lead  others  into  sin.  The  thought  had 
even  occurred  to  him  as  he  was  in  the 
boat  passing  from  one  ship  to  the  other 
that  he  was  now  going  among  total  stran- 
gers and  he  would  have  a grand  oppor- 
tunity to  be  as  bad  as  he  should  choose. 
The  future  author  of  the  Olney  hymns 
now  wrote  a poem  in  which  he  ridiculed 
the  captain  and  his  ship  and  taught  it  to 
the  ship’s  whole  company.  That  he  com- 
pletely lost  the  captain’s  favor  was  not  a 
marvel. 

R.  J.  Dodds. 

(To  be  Continued.) 

A GREAT  SURPRISE. 

In  the  course  of  his  cruising  in  the 
South  Seas,  Lord  Byron  (a  cousin  of  the 
poet)  lighted  on  an  island  which  he 
thought  had  not  yet  been  discovered.  At 
a missionary  meeting  which  he  attended 
a year  or  two  later  at  Bristol,  his  Lord- 
ship  told  how  the  boats  were  lowered, 


and  with  what  precaution  his  men  ap- 
proached the  suspected  shore.  Suddenly 
a canoe  appeared.  Instead  of  armed  sav- 
ages, its  occujDants  were  two  noble-looking 
men  clothed  in  cotton  shirts  and  very  fine 
mats.  They  boarded  the  ship,  and  pre- 
sented a document  from  a missionary, 
stating  that  they  were  native  teachers  em- 
ployed in  preaching  the  gospel  to  the 
jDeople  of  the  island. 

Lord  Byron  then  went  ashore.  He  was 
led  through  a wood,  beyond  which  a wide 
lawn  opened  before  him,  and  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  lawn  stood  a spacious  chapel, 
and  native  cottages  peeped  through  the 
foliage  of  the  banana  trees  in  which  they 
were  embowered.  Entering  a cottage, 
which  was  beautifully  clean,  he  found  on 
a table  a portion  of  the  New  Testament 
in  the  native  language.  The  sequel  is 
most  interesting. 

At  an  overflow  meeting  in  Exeter  Hall, 
London,  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Bible 
Society,  in  1836,  his  Lordship’s  story  was 
repeated.  When  the  speaker  had  con- 
cluded, a stranger  arose  ‘ and  introduced 
himself  to  the  audience  as  the  missionary 
who  had  discovered  the  island,  made 
Christianity  known  to  its  people,  and 
translated  the  very  portion  of  the  Scrip- 
ture which  Lord  Byron  had  found  and 
which  had  sufficed  to  draw  those  savages 
from  cannibalism  and  idolatry  to  the  wor- 
ship of  the  true  God.  It  was  John  Wil- 
liams, the  heroic  missionary  of  the  Lon- 
don Missionary  Society. — Illustrated  Mis- 
sionary News. 


Received  through  Olive  Trees , One  Hundred  and  Forty-nine  Hollars  and 
Twenty-five  Cents , to  be  credited  as  follows:  $104.75  from  the  young  women  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church , $35  from  the  ministers , and  $9.50  from  the  elders, 
toward  the  support  of  their  missionaries  for  1907. 


$149.25 


Treas. 
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The  readers  of  Olive  Trees  will  be  glad 
to  find  so  many  interesting  letters  from 
abroad  in  this  number.  Probably  the  new 
missionaries  who  have  not  yet  written 
from  China  will  have  good  messages  ready 
for  the  March  issue.  This  is  the  way  for 
the  missionaries  to  keep  alive  at  home  an 
interest  in  the  work  to  which  they  have 
devoted  themselves. 

% 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  matters  of  special  in- 
terest in  regard  to  the  work  in  Northern 
Syria  were  laid  before  it,  in  letters  from 
missionaries  and  in  resolutions  of  the  Mis- 
sion, for  consideration : “Conditions  at 

Suadia  are  such  as  to  make  it  advisable  to 
maintain  missionaries  there  for  a time  at 
least.”  It  was  also  agreed  to  recommend 
that  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland  and  Miss 
Zada  Patton  should  be  stationed  at  that 
Center.  It  was  urged  too  upon  the  Board 
as  “an  imperative  necessity  that  two  lady 
missionaries  be  sent  to  Latakia  at  once: 
one  for  school  work  and  another  for  the 
hospital.” 

In  a letter  from  Rev.  A.  J.  McFarland, 
he  stated  that  the  missionaries  are  “nearly 
all  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  time 
has  come  to  make  a move  for  securing 
something  in  the  way  of  tuition  fees  from 
all  the  boys  in  the  school,  and  it  is  quite 
possible  something  definite  will  be  agreed 
upon  as  a start  next  year.  Any  such  ef- 
fort may  reduce  the  attendance  some  at 
first,  but  it  will  be  a better  plan  of  select- 
ing from  all  the  applicants  than  the  pres- 
ent, and  in  a little  time  the  number  will 
not  be  determined  as  now  only  by  the 
capacity  of  the  school  dormitory.  The 
Mission  advised  that  no  school  be  opened 
for  boys  at  Suadia  unless  sufficient  is 
secured  from  each  pupil  to  pay  board, 


after,  furnishing  bed  and  books. 

Other  Missions  have  adopted  the  plan  of 
receiving  no  boys  except  on  such  con- 
ditions.” 

A letter  from  Rev.  James  S.  Stewart 
recorded  his  conviction  that,  in  view  of 
the  present  promising  aspects  of  the  work 
at  Suadia,  we  should  not  think  of  aban- 
doning or  even  neglecting  that  center,  and 
gave  at  the  same  time  a very  clear  view  cf 
the  present  condition  of  the  work  at  the 
different  ontst-ations  in  Syria. 

Treasurer  Walter  T.  Miller  acknowl- 
edges having  received,  between  Dec.  10, 
1907,  and  Jan.  20,  1908,  the  following 
contributions  toward  the 

Semi-centennial  fund: 

L.  M.  S.  of  Hopkinton  Cong. 

(omitted  previously) $12.00 


Rev.  D.  B.  Willson  and  family. . . 60.00 

M.  R.  Mahaffy,  of  Springfield,  Pa.  5 . 00 
Mrs.  Margaret  Laing,  in  memory 
of  her  husband,  the  late  Thos. 

Laing 40.00 

An  Aged  Member  of  Second  New 
York  Cong.  (2nd  Contribution)  2.00 
John  Derby,  an  aged  man  of  Sec- 
ond New  York  Cong 3.00 

“A  Friend,”  New  York 20.00 

Rev.  E.  C.  Mitchell,  of  Tak  Hing 

Chau,  China* 25.00 

Mrs.  Alex.  Waddell,  of  Almonte, 

Ontario,  Canada 50.00 

Mrs.  S.  E.  Graham,  Olathe,  Kas..  10.00 

S.  E.  Graham,  Olathe,  Kas 10.00 

Elmer  Graham,  Olathe,  Kas 10.00 

Ellen  S.  Taylor,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  2.00 
Mr.  Geo.  R.  Thompson,  of  Can- 

nonsburg,  Pa 5.00 

Will  J.  Aiken,  of  Bellefontaine,  O.  3.00 
Mrs.  U.  I.  Bailey,  of  Milwaukee, 

Wis 5,00 
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New  Alexandria  Congregation . . . 50.00 

S.  S.  Third  New  York  Cong.,  as 

follows : Ladies*  Bible  Class, 

$100;  Miss  Hawthorne’s  class, 

$8 ; Men’s  Bible  Class,  $40 ; Miss 
Schamm’s  class,  $6.70;  Mrs. 
Manderson’s  class,  $10 164.70 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Free,  of  Leechburg, 

Pa 10.00 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Ferguson  and  daugh- 
ters, of  Blanchard,  la.,  spe- 
cially for  Syrian  Mission 25.00 

J.  R.  and  R.  S.  Lee,  of  Brownlee, 

Neb.,  specially  for  China 20.00 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  J.  Gault,  of  New 
Alexandria,  Pa.,  specially  for 

China 100.00 

The  Workers  in  the  Indian  Mis- 
sion at  Cache  Creek 321.00 

Cache  Creek  Cong 15.58 

The  members  of  Eskridge  Cong.  . 10.00 

T.  G.  Graham,  of  Olathe,  Kas.,  for 

China  and  Syria 100.00 

John  M.  Cubbison,  of  Nova,  O., 

for  Syrian  Mission 5.00 

J.  B.  Speer  and  wife,  of  New  Con- 
cord, 0 5.00 

Mrs.  N.  A.  Hemphill,  of  Seattle 

Congregation 10.00 

S.  S.  Arthur,  of  Holly,  Mich. ...  5.00 

C.  E.  S.,  of  York,  N.  Y.,  Cong ...  5.00 

J.  S.  Finley,  of  Sparta,  111 5.00 

J.  M.  Finley,  of  Sparta,  111 15.00 

These  figures  amount  to  $1128.28, 
showing,  when  added  to  the  offerings  re- 
ported a month  ago,  a total  of  $3481.15. 
This  is  not  a very  large  sum  for  six 
months,  but  now  that  the  congregational 
collections  have  been  lifted  for  the  Syrian 
and  Chinese  Missions,  the  thousands  of 
families  whose  names  have  not  yet  ap- 
peared among  the  contributors  to  this 
special  fund  to  commemorate  fifty  years 
of  foreign  missionary  work,  will  he  mail- 
ing interesting  letters,  with  liberal  en- 
closures, to  Treasurer  Walter  T.  Miller, 


Eighty- two  Beaver  Street,  New  York. 

As  already  announced  in  Olive  Trees, 
an  International  Convention,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Young  People’s  Mission- 
ary Movement,  will  be  held  in  Music  Hall, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  March  10,  11,  12,  1908, 
beginning  Tuesday,  at  11  A.  M. 

According  to  a pamphlet  recently  re- 
ceived, the  purpose  of  this  conference  is 
(1)  to  bring  together  the  leaders  in  mis- 
sionary effort  of  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Mission  Boards  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  and  those  to  whom  the  Boards 
look  for  leadership  in  the  promotion  of 
missionary  education  in  their  denomina- 
tions, for  helpful  association  and  confer- 
ence. (2)  To  consider  the  pressing  need 
for  an  immediate  advance  movement  in 
the  mission  fields  at  home  and  abroad. 
(3)  To  realize  the  success  of  the  present 
campaign  of  missionary  education  and  the 
necessity  for  a more  thorough  and  far- 
reaching  educational  movement  by  the 
mission  boards  or  societies  in  young  men’s 
and  women’s  church  clubs,  young  people’s 
organizations,  and  the  Sabbath  schools  of 
the  churches  of  North  America.  (4)  To 
pray,  and  earnestly  to  resolve  to  enter  with 
greater  consecration  upon  the  campaign 
of  missionary  education  among  the  17,- 
000,000  young  men,  young  women,  and 
Sabbath  school  members  of  Canada  and 
the  United  States. 

Some  of  the  ablest  speakers  on  mission- 
ary and  educational  themes  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, Canada,  the  United  States,  and  from 
the  home  and  foreign  mission  fields,  will 
address  the  Convention  at  the  day  and 
evening  sessions.  These  addresses  will 
vividly  and  forcefully  present  the  urgent 
problems  in  the  home  and  foreign  mission 
fields,  and  the  progress  and  need  for  a 
more  aggressive  campaign  of  missionary 
education  in  the  churches  of  North 
America. 
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A most  attractive  feature  will  be  an 
exhibit  of  missionary  literature  used  in 
the  missionary  education  campaign  by 
the  mission  boards  of  Canada,  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  This  will  in- 
clude mission  study  text-books,  campaign 
and  reference  libraries,  charts,  maps,  and 
diagrams  illustrating  the  work  done  by 
mission  study  classes. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  at  2 o’clock, 
sectional  meetings  will  be  held  under  the 
direction  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sion Board  leaders,  where  the  delegates 
representing  each  denomination  will  meet 
to  consider  their  own  plans.  The  pur- 
pose is  to  make  this  among  the  most  help- 
ful sessions  of  the  Convention. 

All  correspondence  in  reference  to  this 
gathering  should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Ed- 
mund D.  Soper,  Seventh  and  Penn  Streets, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Olive  Trees  is  indebted  to  some  un- 
known friend  for  a little  volume  entitled 
Is  the  American  Republic  a Christian 
State?  By  Rev.  J.  F.  Carson,  D.D.  Single 
copies,  in  paper  covers,  20  cents ; in  flex- 
ible cloth,  30  cents;  in  quantities  of  25 
copies  or  more,  10  cents. 

In  his  foreword  the  author  informs  us 
that  this  neat  volume  of  sixty  pages  con- 
tains the  substance  of  addresses  that  he 
delivered  at  public  meetings  called  to  pro- 
test against  the  “demand  to  have  the 
name  of  Christ  and  all  references  to  Christ 
as  the  Saviour  of  mankind  eliminated 
from  text-books  and  songs  used  in  the 
public  schools  of  Hew  York  City.”  Full 
of  timely  and  wholesome  teaching,  it  de- 
serves a wide  circulation.  No  one  who 
loves  his  country  and  its  rightful  Lord 
could  more  effectively  serve  the  cause  of 
Christian  patriotism,  nor  more  wisely  ex- 


pend five  dollars,  than  by  placing  one 
hundred  copies  in  as  many  families  in  the 
United  States. 

All  orders  should  be  sent  to  David  H. 
Hammatt,  460  Nostrand  Avenue,  Brook- 
lyn,  N.  Y. 

The  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.  has  sent  us 
Where  the  Book  Speaks;  or  Mission 
Studies  in  the  Bible.  By  Archibald  Mc- 
Lean. Price  $1  net. 

The  title  of  this  volume  indicates  that 
the  purpose  for  which  it  has  been  written 
is  to  present  the  subject  of  missions  from 
the  viewpoint  of  the  Bible.  In  his  fore- 
word the  author  says:  “The  missionary 

idea  runs  like  golden  cord  through  all 
revelation.  In  Genesis  we  have  the  prom- 
ise of  a Saviour;  in  Revelation  we  have 
the  beatific  vision  of  a world  evangelized 
and  redeemed.  The  New  Testament  was 
written  by  missionaries  who  were  in  the 
thick  of  the  fight.  1 They  had  a missionary 
purpose  in  mind.  They  wished  to  enlist 
all  mankind  under  the  banner  of  Christ, 
and  to  teach  the  enlisted  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  Christ  had  com- 
manded.” The  subject  is  discussed  in 
twenty-one  chapters,  with  very  suggestive 
titles,  such  as  “The  New  Testament  a 
Missionary  Volume”;  “The  Missionary 
Idea  of  the  Old  Testament”;  “The  Mis- 
sionary Significance  of  the  Lord’s  Pray- 
er” ; “Five  Loaves  and  Two  Fishes” ; “The 
Grace  of  Giving,”  etc.  We  cordially  com- 
mend this  unique  book  to  the  readers  of 
Olive  Trees,  and  ask  them  to  study  the 
last-named  chapter  that  they  may  know 
how  to  give  for  missionary  purposes.  It 
is  based  on  II.  Cor.,  8 and  9,  and  unfolds 
the  mind  of  the  Spirit  to  every  reader  who 
is  willing  to  learn  and  obey: 


One  part  of  the  scheme  of  living  is  to  learn  just  what  our  responsibility  is,  and 
to  let  other  people’s  alone. — Harriet  Beecher  Stowe. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1908. 


Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  Zada  A.  Patton 


Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds 


Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 
Miss  Elma  French 


Latakia,  Syria . 


Suadia , via  Alexandretta 

and  Antioch 3 Syria. 


. Mersina , Asia  Minor. 
Rev.  Walter  McCarroll Larnaca , Cyprus. 


Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D Nicosia , Cyprus. 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  Kempf 

Rev.  R.  A.  Blair 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D..... 

Miss  Jean  McBurney,  M.  D 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D 

Miss  Mary  Lena  Wilson 

HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1908. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission , 

Apache , O.  T. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Reed,  Southern  Mission, 

Selma , Ala. 

Mr.  William  Carson,  Jewish  Mission , 

800  So.  Fifth  Street , Philadelphia , Pa. 

post  office  addresses  of  treasurers. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China  and  Church  Erection — Mr.  Walter 
T.  Miller,  82  Beaver  Street,  New  York. 

Domestic  Mission  ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows*  and 
Orphans’  Fund;  Literary;  Students’ Aid — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  507  Penn  Building, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Jewish  Mission — Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  N,  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
National  Reform — Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie,  D.  D.,  810  South  Avenue,  Wil- 

kinsburg,  Pa. 


Tak  Hing  Chau , West  River , 

South  China. 


MAP  or  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PRESB YTEIU  AN  afuRC  H 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA.™ 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  ocnforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villeges 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Any  one  wishing  a copy  can  have  It  mailed  to  his  address  for  50  cents  and  13  cent 

for  postage. 

ADDRESS 

JAMES  S.  TIBBY,  411  Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN 

( 


Telephone,  416  Bryant 


WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 
Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

569  SEVENTH  AVE.„  Bet.  40th  AND  41st  STS. 

Notary  Public  NEW  YORK 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 


'ulollMlior, 


Bookseller,  Stationer  and  X 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS, 

851  <fc  853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 


rlnter, 


N.  W.  Cor.  48th  Street, 


MEW  YORK. 


Card  Engraving,  Stamping,  Wedding  Invitations, 
CTURES  AND  F»  I C T U R E FRAMING. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


7f/«S*e«M,  2700  Wortk. 


E atabll»h$4  1800. 


The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and 

Manufacturing  Stationers, 
52  to  58  DUANE  STREET, 


NEW  YORK. 


MACKEOWN’S 


EYESIGHT  TESTING  ROOMS 
FOR  SPECTACLES 
21  West  42d  Street,  New  York  Telephone,  2533  Bryant 
1215  Bedford  Avenue,  bet.  Halsey  and  Hancock  Streets,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


JAM 


S.  TIBBY,  Sharpsburg,  Ra 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 


PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY,  BOOK 
OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CONFESSION 
OF  FAITH,  GLASGOW’S  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH, 
TALES  OF  COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  RO- 
MANISM ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 


WRITI 


F"OR  PRICES 


